
In the past year, the stu-

dents at ACS have been 

busy giving back with 

special mission projects. 

The children in Mrs. 

Baedkeõs kindergarten 

class collected new or 

gently used baby items to 

be given to the women 

and children at Birthright.  

Over 140 items were col-

lected including clothing, 

toys and blankets.  These 

items were then delivered 

by the children to Birth-

right which gives infor-

mation and support to 

local pregnant women.  

The 3rd, 4th, and 5th 

grade students of Mrs. 

Earnest collected non-

perishable food items for 

the Ames food pantry, the 

Help Center, during the 

Christmas program.  The 

audience members were 

very generous and do-

nated over 150 

non -perishable 

items.  The chil-

dren then took 

their offerings to 

the Help Center 

w h e r e  t h e y 

helped sort and 

re-stock shelves. 

The whole stu-

dent body par-

ticipated in raising money  

for World Concern by 

donating cash in lieu of 

classroom Christmas gift 

exchanges.  This money   

was used to purchase 

goats for families in im-

poverished nat ions. 

ACS Students Give Back  

School Board Presidentõs Notes- Jeff Sernett  
Blessings:  We have seen 
so many blessings re-
cently including a great 
group of new families,  
our gifted staff, the 
schoolõs first endowment 
fund being created and 
good financial health to 
name a few.  The mission 

projects that our students 
have taken ownership of 
as well as the largest turn-
out for Family Fun Night 
in recent history.  There 
are a lot of great things 
happening at our multi -
denominational school.  
Because of our desire to 

continue growing, the 
school board voted re-
cently to add a Christian 
Daycare/Childcare to our 
program.  We will need 
enough children before 
we can begin, but our 
hope is that God will pro-
vide families for us.  
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A publ icat ion 

for  f r iends of  

ACS. 

Kindergarten class with items ready to  

deliver to Birthright.  

I want to welcome you to 
the first edition of our 
Friends of Ames Christian 
School (ACS) quarterly 
newsletter.  Our goal with 
this newsletter is to help 
you keep up with some of 
the great things going on 
at ACS! 

Praising God at the 2008 

Christmas Program. 



Students at Ames Christian 

School have the wonderful op-

portunity to learn outside the 

brick walls of our school build-

ing. 

All classes, including preschool, 

have participated in many inter-

esting field trips and have had 

the chance to engage in exciting 

òhands onó 

learning. 

Last spring, the 

3rd, 4th, and 5th 

graders visited 

the Iowa State 

Capitol.  They 

were given a 

personal tour by 

State Senator 

Rich Olive.  After touring the 

capitol, the children went to the 

Iowa Hall of Fame in Des 

Moines.  It was a day full of fun 

and interactive learning.  

McFarland Park (Story County 

Conservation) is always a popu-

lar field trip destination.  The 

kindergarten and 1st & 2nd 

grade classes went to the park in 

search of òsigns of springó.  They 

were able to go for a guided hike 

through the park with a conser-

vationist.  Many signs of spring 

were observed and pointed out 

to the children.  The 3rd, 4th, and 

5th grade students also went to 

McFarland Park to 

learn more about 

birds.  While there, 

they were able to 

make a bird feeder, 

build a bird house and 

observe birds at the 

bird observatory.  

In May, ACS parents 

loaded up cars and 

vans and headed to Pella for the 

annual Tulip Festival.  This all 

school Iowa history field trip in-

cluded all classes except pre-

school.  Each class was able to 

explore the Dutch community at 

their own pace.  Everyone par-

ticipated in a scavenger hunt.  It 

was a fun way to find the historic 

landmarks in Pella and to learn 

about the Dutch heritage in Iowa.  

The preschool classes field trips 

included a visit to the Center 

Grove apple orchard, Ames Pub-

lic Library, and CyRide bus barn.  

represents the composite (all sub-

jects), the red bar represents the 

core subjects (reading, language, 

and math).  For example, the ACS 

first grade class scored higher than 

77% of  all Iowa students when 

comparing composite scores and 

higher than 85% of all Iowa stu-

dents when comparing the core 

scores.  Only classes with more 

than 4 students were compared in 

this graph. 

Last spring, students at ACS sharp-

ened their #2 pencils and got down 

to business.  Their best effort was 

put forth and the test results are 

proof of this.  We are proud that our 

school provides an outstanding aca-

demic program where children are 

challenged according to their own 

personal abilities and it shows. 

The graph at the right portrays how 

ACS students compared to other 

students in Iowa.  The gray bar 
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Mrs. Earnest building a bird 

house with her students. 

Mrs. Baedke with a few of her 

kindergarten students at Pella. 

Mrs. Longõs preschool class vis-

iting the Center Grove orchard.  

Ames Christian School Percentile 

Rank vs. Iowa Scores 


